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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

TITLE:  Cultural Resource Survey for 
   the Country Gardens II Project 
   Fallbrook, California 
 
AUTHORS:    Monica Guerrero and Dennis R. Gallegos 
      Gallegos & Associates 
      5671 Palmer Way, Suite A 
      Carlsbad, California 92010 
 
DATE:     December 2004 
 
SOURCE OF COPIES:  South Coastal Information Center 
      San Diego State University 
      4283 El Cajon Blvd., Suite 250 
      San Diego, California 92105 
 
ABSTRACT: 
 
This cultural resource study was prepared by Gallegos & Associates for the Country 
Gardens II project, which consists of the development of an assisted living facility for the 
elderly.  This study provides the results of a cultural resource literature review, record 
search update, and field survey for the 2-acre project area.  This study was conducted in 
compliance with County of San Diego guidelines and the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
The record search update and literature review identified one previously recorded cultural 
resource site (CA-SDI-11236/H) within the project area.  Site CA-SDI-11236/H consists 
of a prehistoric and historic component.  The prehistoric component is a habitation site 
with midden soil and milling features.  The historic component is a 1920s reinforced 
concrete bridge, however this bridge is closed to vehicle traffic.  The field survey was 
positive and a small portion of site CA-SDI-11236/H was relocated at the southeast end 
of the project area.  Four bedrock milling features were identified, however previous 
grading has moved these features from their original location.  No surface artifacts were 
located within the project area.  The historic bridge was relocated, however this structure 
is situated outside of the Country Gardens II project area.  The portion of site CA-SDI-
11236/H within the current project area is identified as not significant under CEQA and 
RPO guidelines, as this area is extremely disturbed and the milling features are not in 
situ.  As the milling features can contribute to the overall project, the milling features are 
recommended to be incorporated within the fabric of the Country Gardens II project area, 
such as placement within the oak-enhanced slope or entry area, or within a meditation, 
passive area.  
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SECTION 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Gallegos & Associates was contracted by TBNC to conduct a cultural resource study for 

the Country Gardens II project.  The Country Gardens II project consists of the 

development of an assisted living facility for the elderly (approximately 2,897 sq. m), 

within the unincorporated community of Fallbrook  (Figures 1-1 and 1-2).  The 

approximate 2-acre project area is bound on the north and west by private residences, on 

the east by Mission Road, and on the south by the Overland Trail.  This study, which was 

conducted in compliance with County of San Diego guidelines and the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), includes a record search, literature review, field 

survey, and recommendations.  Résumés of key personnel are included in Appendix A; 

record search results in Appendix B; and site form updates and site record forms in 

Appendix C. 

 

1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING  

 

The project area is located in the community of Fallbrook, in northeast San Diego 

County.  The surrounding area is characterized by a series of hills, valleys, and drainages 

that border the San Luis Rey River.  Because of previous grading and quarrying, the 

majority of the project area is flat and lacks vegetation.  Vegetation is present along the 

north, west, and south perimeter of the project area and consists of oaks, non-native 

grasses, some native re-growth, willows, and sycamores within the streambed. 

 

1.3 BACKGROUND - PRECONTACT 

 

Native Americans have occupied San Diego County over the past 10,000 years.  The 

period from 10,000 to 1,300 years ago is referred to as the Early Period or Archaic 

Period.  The San Dieguito are generally accepted as the first inhabitants of the region,
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occupying San Diego County as early as 10,000 years ago.  The initial occupation, 

usually referred to as the San Dieguito Complex, is believed to represent a people who 

entered San Diego County from the desert.  These people hunted, fished, milled plant 

foods, and collected and processed shellfish.  The occupation from roughly 8,300 to 

1,300 years is also referred to as the La Jolla Complex and Pauma Complex.  

Archaeological sites reflecting this occupation are coastal shell habitation sites, inland 

hunting and milling campsites, and quarry sites.  The San Dieguito and La Jolla/Pauma 

Complexes are believed by the author to be of the same cultural stock, representing one 

long period of occupation by one people. 

 

Occupation after 1,300 years ago (Late Period) is well documented by the numerous 

Kumeyaay/Diegueño and Luiseño habitation sites.  Artifacts and cultural patterns 

reflecting this Late Period occupation include small projectile points, pottery, obsidian 

from Obsidian Butte, and cremations.  The project area is within the Luiseño territory as 

described by Kroeber (1925). 

 

1.4 BACKGROUND - POSTCONTACT 

 

The Hispanic intrusion and colonization (1769-1822) within Native American southern 

California affected the coastal tribes and peoples living in well-traveled river valleys.  

The Mexican Period (1822-1848) saw continued displacement of the native population 

by expansion of a land grant program and development of extensive ranchos.  The gold 

rush and concomitant granting of statehood, caused an influx of Americans into 

California, supporting a rapid displacement of the native population, as well as a 

deterioration of their culture and lifeways (Bancroft 1886; Kroeber 1925). 

 

1.5 RECORD SEARCH AND LITERATURE REVIEW RESULTS 

 

The record search and literature review were completed at the South Coastal Information 

Center (SCIC), San Diego State University (SDSU), and from the research library at 

Gallegos & Associates.  A total of fourteen studies (Berryman 1991; Clevenger and 
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Crawford 1997; Cooley 2000; E2M 2001; Joyner and Noah 1989a; Kyle and Gallegos 

1987; Loughlin 1973; Brian F. Mooney and Associates 1991; Pletka 2003; Saunders 

1989; Smith 1989; Wright 2003, 2004a, 2004b) have been previously conducted within a 

one-mile radius of the Country Gardens II project area.  As a result of these studies, 

nineteen cultural resources (CA-SDI-11235, -11236/H, -11479, -11480, -11950, -14402, 

-14403, -14404, -14405, -15171, -15172, -15174, -15175, -15176, -15177, -15178, -

15182, -15184, and -18183) have been previously recorded within a one-mile radius of 

the project area.  No previous surveys have been recorded within the project area, 

however a portion of cultural resource site CA-SDI-11236/H has been recorded within 

the project area (Figure 1-3). 

 

Early USGS maps (1901 San Luis Rey 30’; 1942 Temecula 15’; 1944 Margarita Peak 

15’; 1948 Bonsall 7.5’; and 1948 Morro Hill 7.5’) were reviewed for early historic 

structures, however no historic structures were identified.  Record search results are 

located in Appendix B. 

 

1.5.1  Site History for CA-SDI-11236/H 

 

Site CA-SDI-11236/H was originally recorded by Joyner and Noah (1989b) as a 

prehistoric milling site consisting of approximately 20 mortars, 4 basins, and several 

slicks.  Artifacts noted on the surface included at least two mano fragments and several 

metavolcanic and quartzite flakes.  A midden area with fire-affected rock, approximately 

5x20 m in area, was also identified.  Additional recording was conducted by Brian F. 

Mooney and Associates in 1989 (Saunders 1989), which enlarged the site boundary 

(Figure 1-4).  An historic component, consisting of State Bridge #57-473 (County Bridge 

#H53B-B1) was also identified adjacent to site CA-SDI-11236/H (Figure 1-5).  The 

bridge was originally constructed in the 1920s as a portion of Mission Road, however 

Mission Road was eventually re-routed to divert traffic east of the bridge (Joyner and 

Noah 1989b).  The bridge was later given to the County of San Diego in 1948 and 

currently is no longer in use.  In 1989, the bridge was identified by Steve Mikesell as not 

eligible to the National Register of Historic Places (Joyner and Noah 1989a).  However, 



 
FIGURE 1-3 

PROJECT AREA AND PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SITE  

SHOWN ON USGS MAP 

 

(See Confidential Appendix) 



 

FIGURE 1-4 

PROJECT AREA AND SITE CA-SDI-11236/H BOUNDARY SHOWN 
ON CLIENT MAP (REDUCED) 

 

(See Confidential Appendix) 
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the bridge may be significant at the local or state level.  A total of six STPS were 

excavated at site CA-SDI-11236/H northeast and south of the historic bridge, however all 

STPs were negative (Joyner and Noah 1989b). 

 



SECTION 2 

METHODS, RESULTS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

The current study included a record search, literature review, and field survey for the 

Country Gardens II project.  The survey was conducted for the approximately 2-acre 

project area.  Survey methods, results, and recommendations are provided below. 

 

2.2 SURVEY METHODS 

 

The property was intensively surveyed on foot using 12-m intervals between survey 

transects.  Larry Tift and Monica Guerrero completed the field survey in November 2004 

for a total of 4 person hours.   

 

2.3 SURVEY RESULTS 

 

Ground visibility was excellent, as the majority of the project area has been previously 

graded and quarried, and thus lacks any vegetation.  Disturbance within the project area 

includes previous grading and quarry activities, Mission Road maintenance, trash 

dumping, and automobile and pedestrian traffic.  The field survey was positive, 

relocating a portion of site CA-SDI-11236/H within the project area (Figure 2-1).   

 

2.3.1     Site CA-SDI-11236/H 

 

A portion of site CA-SDI-11236/H was relocated at the southeast end of the project area.  

Four bedrock milling features were identified, however previous grading has moved 

these features from their original location (Figure 2-2 and Figure 2-3).  Currently, the 

bedrock milling features are situated on their side on artificially mounded dirt, and have 

been fractured into smaller fragments.  No surface artifacts were located within the 

project area.  The historic bridge was relocated, however this structure is located outside
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FIGURE 2-1 

PROJECT AREA AND SITE CA-SDI-11236/H SHOWN  
ON CLIENT MAP (ENLARGED) 

 

(See Confidential Appendix) 
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of the project area.  The portion of site CA-SDI-11236/H (four milling features with 

slicks and mortars) within the project area is extremely disturbed and is not in situ. 

 

2.4 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION 

 

The study included a literature review, field survey, and recording of milling features 

within the approximately 2-acre project area.  The literature review and record search 

were positive, identifying one prehistoric and historic cultural resource (CA-SDI-

11236/H). The field survey was positive, relocating site CA-SDI-11236/H, however the 

portion of site CA-SDI-11236/H within the project area is extremely disturbed and the 

milling features are not in situ.  Given the level of disturbance and lack of original site 

provenience for CA-SDI-11236/H, that portion of CA-SDI-11236/H within the project 

area is identified as not significant under CEQA and RPO criteria, and no additional 

subsurface cultural resource work is recommended.  The milling features, although not 

significant, could contribute to the overall project, and as such are recommended to be 

incorporated within the fabric of the Country Gardens II project area, such as placement 

within the oak-enhanced slope or entry area, or within a meditation, passive area.   
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